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In this document
AITSL Professional Standards� page 3
This section shows the particular Australian Professional Standards for Teachers 

fulfilled by LEM Phonics professional learning seminars.

Training Content� page 4
This section outlines the full course details for both the one-day Introduction to 

LEM Phonics seminar and the four-day certified LEM Phonics introductory course. 

Information is also provided on further LEM Phonics training through the 

intermediate and advanced courses.

Links to the Australian Curriculum: 
achievement standards for English� page 8
This section shows the full list of Australian Curriculum achievement standards 

in the English subject area, and highlights those standards that LEM Phonics 

fulfils in each year level.

Links to the Australian Curriculum: 
content descriptions for English� page 12
This section shows the full list of Australian Curriculum content descriptions in 

the English subject area, and highlights those standards that LEM Phonics fulfils 

in each year level.



LEM Phonics – Professional standards and training� 3
© 2020 Light Educational Ministries

AITSL Professional Standards
LEM Phonics professional learning seminars meet the following Australian 
Professional Standards for Teachers:

Standard 1
Know students and how they learn

1.1	 Physical, social and intellectual development and 
characteristics of students

1.2	 Understand how students learn

1.3	 Students with diverse linguistic, cultural, religious and 
socioeconomic backgrounds

1.5	 Differentiate teaching to meet the specific learning needs of 
students across the full range of abilities

Standard 2
Know the content and how to teach it

2.1	 Content and teaching strategies of the teaching area

2.2	 Content selection and organisation

2.3	 Curriculum, assessment and reporting

2.5	 Literacy and numeracy strategies

Standard 3
Plan for and implement effective 
teaching and learning

3.2	 Plan, structure and sequence learning programs

3.3	 Use teaching strategies

3.4	 Select and use resources

3.5	 Use effective classroom communication

3.6	 Evaluate and improve teaching programs

Standard 4
Create and maintain supportive 
and safe learning environments

4.1	 Support student participation

4.2	 Manage classroom activities

Standard 5
Assess, provide feedback and 
report on student learning

5.1	 Assess student learning

5.2	 Provide feedback to students on their learning

5.4	 Interpret student data

5.5	 Report on student achievement

Standard 6
Engage in professional learning

6.3	 Engage with colleagues and improve practice

6.4	 Apply professional learning and improve student learning

Standard 7
Engage professionally with colleagues, 
parents/carers and the community

Australian Institute
for Teaching and
School Leadership
Limited
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Training content

LEM Phonics overview (one-day course)
The LEM Phonics overview is a one-day course which shows the foundational principles and teaching content 

of the LEM Phonics program. It is useful for schools who are considering installing the program, and it can also 

be used as a refresher course for schools currently using LEM Phonics. The one-day course contains no assessed 

content or examinations, and certificates are not supplied.

The course provides 5 training hours across 12 modules and is conducted by an LEM Phonics Registered Instructor.

Module 1	 LEM Phonics Overview and Philosophy

Module 2	 LEM Phonics and the Brain 

The Alphabetic Principle 

The Brain 

Automaticity 

Phonological Awareness Stages

Module 3	 Introduction to the Phonograms 

Single Phonograms 

Multiple Phonograms 

Successive Seventeen 

Vowel Sounds 

Consonant Sounds

Module 4	 Handwriting

Module 5	 Teaching the Phonograms 

Single Phonograms 

Multiple Phonograms 

Testing

Module 6	 Introduction to the Rules 

Why Do We Need Rules? 

The Code 

Teaching the Rules

Module 7	 Introduction to the Word List 

Prerequisites 

Vowels and Consonants 

Syllables 

Finger Clues 

Word Analysis 

Explanation Marks 

Word List Organisation

Module 8	 Word List Sections A and B 

Dictation Procedures 

Word List Sections A and B with Rules

Module 9	 Word List Section C 

Word List Section C Words with Rules

Module 10	 Rules for Adding Endings 

Base Words and Derivatives 

Ending Rules First Year

Module 11	 Advanced Phonograms and Rules 

Phonogram/Rules Revision 

Phonograms Years 2–5 

Rules Years 2–5 

Computer Tools

Module 12	 Fluency and Grammar 

Stages of Literacy 

Fluency 

Grammar in the Workbooks 

Comprehension 

Pathway to Literacy
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Training content

LEM Phonics introductory course (Level 1)
The LEM Phonics introductory course is a 4-day course which prepares teachers to instruct students in the 

LEM Phonics program. The course does not necessarily need to be held over consecutive days. Participants are 

assessed with an examination, and issued with an official certificate upon achieving a passing mark. Successful 

participants become eligible to apply for intermediate and in turn advanced level training.

The course provides 20 training hours across 30 modules and is conducted by an LEM Phonics Registered Instructor.

Mod 1	 LEM Phonics Philosophy

Mod 2	 LEM Phonics and the 

Brain 

The Alphabetic Principle 

The Brain 

Automaticity 

Phonological Awareness 

Stages

Mod 3	 LEM Phonics Overview 

Distinctive Attributes 

Stages of LEM Phonics 

Teacher Resources 

Student Resources

Mod 4	 Introduction to the 

Phonograms 

Single Phonograms 

Multiple Phonograms 

Successive Seventeen 

Vowel Sounds 

Consonant Sounds

Mod 5	 Handwriting 

Posture 

Pencil Grip 

Paper Position 

Letter Features 

Spacing Principles

Mod 6	 Teaching and Writing the 

Single Phonograms

Mod 7	 Teaching the Multiple 

Phonograms

Mod 8	 Testing 

Written Phonogram Tests 

Oral Phonogram Tests 

Progress Chart

Mod 9	 Introduction to the Rules 

Phonogram Revision 

Why Do We Need Rules? 

The Code 

Teaching the Rules

Mod 10	 Introduction to the Word 

List 

Prerequisites 

Vowels and Consonants 

Syllables 

Finger Clues 

Word Analysis 

Explanation Marks 

Word List Organisation

Mod 11	 Word List Section A1 

Dictation Procedures 

Word List Words and 

Rules

Mod 12	 Word List Sections A2–A3

Mod 13	 Phonogram Games

Mod 14	 Word List Sections A4–A5

Mod 15	 Word List Sections A6–A7

Mod 16	 Review

Mod 17	 Word List Sections B1–B2 

Phonogram/Rules 

Revision 

Word List Words and 

Rules

Mod 18	 Word List Sections B3–B5

Mod 19	 Word List Sections B6–B7

Mod 20	 Word List Sections C1–C2 

Introduction to Base 

Words and Endings 

Word List Words and 

Rules 

Base Words and 

Derivatives

Mod 21	 Word List Sections C3–C5

Mod 22	 Word List Sections C6–C7

Mod 23	 Word List Presentation 

Practice

Mod 24	 Rules for Adding Endings

Mod 25	 Advanced Phonograms 

and Rules 

Phonogram/Rules 

Revision 

Phonograms Years 2–5 

Rules Years 2–5 

Computer Tools

Mod 26	 Fluency and Grammar 

Stages of Literacy 

Fluency 

Grammar in the 

Workbooks 

Comprehension 

Pathway to Literacy

Mod 27	 Study time/individual 

help

Mod 28	 Examination

Mod 29	 Examination Review

Mod 30	 Closing comments
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Training content

LEM Phonics intermediate course (Level 2)
The LEM Phonics intermediate course is conducted by a registered instructor on a one-to-one basis through 

correspondence (usually email). The course contains 15 modules which include study material and appendices, 

plus questions on the study material to assess the application of the concepts. Each module is returned to 

the instructor for assessment, and upon completion of all modules the participant is assessed with a final 

examination. An official certificate is issued to participants who obtain a passing mark and they become eligible 

to apply for the Level 3 advanced course.

Prerequisites

Introductory course certificate

Module list

Module 1	 Revision of the introductory course

Module 2	 Refining the rules

Module 3	 Rules for base words and endings

Module 4	 Syllables

Module 5	 Challenging rules and patterns

Module 6	 Teaching Teacher Book B

Module 7	 Teaching Teacher Book C 

Module 8	 Teaching Teacher Book D 

Module 9	 Analysing words beyond the lists

Module 10	 Using The Reference

Module 11	 Testing procedures

Module 12	 Writing

Module 13	 Moving from spoken to written English

Module 14	 Teaching LEM Phonics to older students

Module 15	 The Book of Rules
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Training content

Advanced diploma in LEM Phonics (Level 3)
The Advanced diploma in LEM Phonics is available to participants who have successfully completed both Level 

1 and Level 2 training. In addition, applicants must have been practically using LEM Phonics for a period of at 

least 2 years. The advanced course is 12 modules, covering all aspects of LEM Phonics instruction. The first 11 

modules are done in a similar manner to the intermediate course (via email). The final module is a practical 

course presentation, where the participant will present an abbreviated version of the introductory course in front 

of a small class (and an examiner). Upon completion, successful participants are eligible to become registered 

instructors in LEM Phonics, conducting training and selling resources.

Prerequisites

Introductory course certificate 

Intermediate course certificate 

Practical use of LEM Phonics for a period of at least 2 years

Module list

Module 1	 Background

Module 2	 Philosophy

Module 3	 Phonological awareness

Module 4	 The 42 sounds

Module 5	 The phonograms

Module 6	 Handwriting

Module 7	 The word list

Module 8	 The rules

Module 9	 Reading

Module 10	 Written expression and grammar

Module 11	 Testing

Module 12	 Course presentation
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Links to the Australian Curriculum
Achievement standards: English
Highlighted areas are covered by LEM Phonics for each year level.

Foundation/Prep/Kindergarten

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing)
By the end of the Foundation year, students use predicting and questioning strategies to make meaning from texts. They 
recall one or two events from texts with familiar topics. They understand that there are different types of texts and that 
these can have similar characteristics. They identify connections between texts and their personal experience.

They read short, decodable and predictable texts with familiar vocabulary and supportive images, drawing on their 
developing knowledge of concepts of print, sounds and letters and decoding and self-monitoring strategies. They 
recognise the letters of the English alphabet, in upper and lower case and know and use the most common sounds 
represented by most letters. They read high-frequency words and blend sounds orally to read consonant-vowel-
consonant words.

They use appropriate interaction skills to listen and respond to others in a familiar environment.

They listen for rhyme, letter patterns and sounds in words.

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating)
Students understand that their texts can reflect their own experiences. They identify and describe likes and dislikes 
about familiar texts, objects, characters and events.

In informal group and whole class settings, students communicate clearly. They retell events and experiences with 
peers and known adults. They identify and use rhyme, and orally blend and segment sounds in words. When writing, 
students use familiar words and phrases and images to convey ideas. Their writing shows evidence of letter and sound 
knowledge, beginning writing behaviours and experimentation with capital letters and full stops. They correctly form 
known upper- and lower-case letters.

Year 1

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing)
By the end of Year 1, students understand the different purposes of texts. They make connections to personal 
experience when explaining characters and main events in short texts. They identify that texts serve different purposes 
and that this affects how they are organised. They describe characters, settings and events in different types of 
literature. Students read aloud, with developing fluency.

They read short texts with some unfamiliar vocabulary, simple and compound sentences and supportive images. When 
reading, they use knowledge of the relationship between sounds and letters, high-frequency words, sentence boundary 
punctuation and directionality to make meaning. They recall key ideas and recognise literal and implied meaning in texts.

They listen to others when taking part in conversations, using appropriate language features and interaction skills.

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating)
Students understand how characters in texts are developed and give reasons for personal preferences. They create texts 
that show understanding of the connection between writing, speech and images.

They create short texts for a small range of purposes. They interact in pair, group and class discussions, taking turns 
when responding. They make short presentations on familiar topics. When writing, students provide details about ideas 
or events, and details about the participants in those events. They accurately spell high-frequency words and words with 
regular spelling patterns. They use capital letters and full stops and form all upper- and lower-case letters correctly.

AC  Australian
CURRICULUM
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Year 2

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing)
By the end of Year 2, students understand how similar texts share characteristics by identifying text structures 
and language features used to describe characters and events, or to communicate factual information.

They read texts that contain varied sentence structures, some unfamiliar vocabulary, a significant number of high-
frequency sight words and images that provide extra information. They monitor meaning and self-correct using knowledge 
of phonics, syntax, punctuation, semantics and context. They use knowledge of a wide variety of letter-sound relationships 
to read words of one or more syllables with fluency.

They identify literal and implied meaning, main ideas and supporting detail. Students make connections between texts 
by comparing content. They listen for particular purposes. They listen for and manipulate sound combinations and 
rhythmic sound patterns.

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating)
When discussing their ideas and experiences, students use everyday language features and topic-specific vocabulary. 
They explain their preferences for aspects of texts using other texts as comparisons. They create texts that show how 
images support the meaning of the text.

Students create texts, drawing on their own experiences, their imagination and information they have learnt. They use 
a variety of strategies to engage in group and class discussions and make presentations. They accurately spell words 
with regular spelling patterns and spell words with less common long vowel patterns. They use punctuation accurately, 
and write words and sentences legibly using unjoined upper- and lower-case letters.

Year 3

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing)
By the end of Year 3, students understand how content can be organised using different text structures depending on 
the purpose of the text. They understand how language features, images and vocabulary choices are used for different 
effects. They read texts that contain varied sentence structures, a range of punctuation conventions, and images that 
provide extra information.

They use phonics and word knowledge to fluently read more complex words.

They identify literal and implied meaning connecting ideas in different parts of a text. They select information, 
ideas and events in texts that relate to their own lives and to other texts. They listen to others’ views and respond 
appropriately using interaction skills.

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating)
Students understand how language features are used to link and sequence ideas. They understand how language can 
be used to express feelings and opinions on topics. Their texts include writing and images to express and develop, in 
some detail, experiences, events, information, ideas and characters. 
 
Students create a range of texts for familiar and unfamiliar audiences. They contribute actively to class and group 
discussions, asking questions, providing useful feedback and making presentations.

They demonstrate understanding of grammar and choose vocabulary and punctuation appropriate to the purpose 
and context of their writing. They use knowledge of letter-sound relationships including consonant and vowel clusters 
and high-frequency words to spell words accurately. They re-read and edit their writing, checking their work for 
appropriate vocabulary, structure and meaning.

They write using joined letters that are accurately formed and consistent in size.
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Year 4

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing)
By the end of Year 4, students understand that texts have different text structures depending on purpose 
and context. They explain how language features, images and vocabulary are used to engage the interest of audiences. 
They describe literal and implied meaning connecting ideas in different texts 

They fluently read texts that include varied sentence structures, unfamiliar vocabulary including multisyllabic words. 
They express preferences for particular types of texts, and respond to others’ viewpoints. They listen for and share key 
points in discussions.

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating)
Students use language features to create coherence and add detail to their texts. They understand how to express an 
opinion based on information in a text. They create texts that show understanding of how images and detail can be 
used to extend key ideas.

Students create structured texts to explain ideas for different audiences. They make presentations and contribute actively 
to class and group discussions, varying language according to context. They demonstrate understanding of grammar, select 
vocabulary from a range of resources and use accurate spelling and punctuation, re-reading and editing their work to 
improve meaning.

Students understand how language features are used to link and sequence ideas. They understand how language can 
be used to express feelings and opinions on topics. Their texts include writing and images to express and develop, in 
some detail, experiences, events, information, ideas and characters.

Year 5

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing)
By the end of Year 5, students explain how text structures assist in understanding the text. They understand 
how language features, images and vocabulary influence interpretations of characters, settings and events.

When reading, they encounter and decode unfamiliar words using phonic, grammatical, semantic and contextual 
knowledge. They analyse and explain literal and implied information from a variety of texts. They describe how events, 
characters and settings in texts are depicted and explain their own responses to them. They listen and ask questions to 
clarify content.

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating)
Students use language features to show how ideas can be extended. They develop and explain a point of view about 
a text, selecting information, ideas and images from a range of resources.

Students create imaginative, informative and persuasive texts for different purposes and audiences. They make 
presentations which include multimodal elements for defined purposes. They contribute actively to class and group 
discussions, taking into account other perspectives.

When writing, they demonstrate understanding of grammar using a variety of sentence types. They select specific 
vocabulary and use accurate spelling and punctuation. They edit their work for cohesive structure and meaning.
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Year 6

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing)
By the end of Year 6, students understand how the use of text structures can achieve particular effects. They analyse 
and explain how language features, images and vocabulary are used by different authors to represent ideas, characters 
and events.

Students compare and analyse information in different and complex texts, explaining literal and implied meaning. They 
select and use evidence from a text to explain their response to it. They listen to discussions, clarifying content and 
challenging others’ ideas.

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating)
Students understand how language features and language patterns can be used for emphasis. They show how specific 
details can be used to support a point of view. They explain how their choices of language features and images are 
used.

Students create detailed texts elaborating on key ideas for a range of purposes and audiences. They make presentations 
and contribute actively to class and group discussions, using a variety of strategies for effect. They demonstrate an 
understanding of grammar, and make considered vocabulary choices to enhance cohesion and structure in their writing. 
They use accurate spelling and punctuation for clarity and make and explain editorial choices based on criteria.
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